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The National Trust of Australia (NT)
acknowledges the Traditional Owners of country
throughout the Northern Territory and recognize
their continuing connection to land, water and
culture. We pay our respects to their Elders past,
present and emerging.



TYPE AS4 RESIDENCE FOR ALICE SPRINGS, FLOOR PLAN AND ELEVATION. ARCHITECT: B.C.G.
BURNETT, DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR. NORTHERN TERRITORY ARCHIVES SERVICE, DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORT AND WORKS, NTRS 73, BUILDING PLANS C.1936-1977, PLAN 2473. 



The National Trust of Australia (NT) is a non-for-profit,
incorporated by the National Trust (Northern Territory) Act
1976. 

INTRODUCTION

"...properties are what the Trust
is most well-known for, the
organisation has served the
Territory....  to deliver outcomes
in l ine with its purposes."

The National Trust of Australia (NT) manages 15 properties
across the Northern Territory. Funds are raised for the
ongoing maintenance of properties and/or furthering the
purposes of the Trust. While these properties are what the
Trust is most well-known for, the organisation has served the
Territory by collecting and creating archives, registers of
significant places and vegetation as well as partnering with
other Government Agencies and not-for-profit organisations
to deliver outcomes in line with its purposes.

This annual report serves as an overview of activities
undertaken by the National Trust of Australia (NT) during
the 2020 calendar year and the first half of 2021. On 11 May
2020 a decision was made to shift financial reporting from
calendar year to financial year.

An audit for the period of 2021 January - June has been
included as a part of this report. This means that the next
annual report will cover the activity and finances of the
financial year 2021/22.



ACTIVITIES
The year 2020 was characterised by a number of
traumatic events from natural disasters, pandemics,
shut downs, job losses and isolation. No individual or
organsiation was immune and most have been happy
to wave the year goodbye.

At the National Trust of Australia (NT) Covid-19  had a
particularly poignant impact on our operations and
activities.  

Aided significantly by economic stimulus from all
levels of government, we were able to seize an
opportunity to undertake an ambitious building
program. Government funding enabled the Trust to
complete a number of outstanding repairs and
maintenance projects and focus on renewal and future
opportunities for education, advocacy and cultural
preservation.

We restructured our membership and expanded our
member benefits. We opened a gift store that focuses
on products made from NT materials or by Territorians
and ran education events and functions such as panel
discussions on architecture and a number of art
exhibitions.

A lot of focus went into positioning the organisation for
2021 with behind the scenes work to establish guided
tours, events, physical works and education programs.

The period of January - June 2021 demonstrates the
benefits reaped from the work of 2020. In this period,
the organisation experienced significant upswings in
visitors to properties across the Territory, held
numerous sold out events including during Heritage
Week celebrations (staggered across the Territory in
April/May) and worked with a number of like-minded
organisations for the betterment of the Territory
including COOLmob, NT Stolen Generations, Friends of
Kahlin and more.



In 2020 the National Trust of Australia endorsed the
2021-24 Strategic Plan. 

The Strategic Plan is the guiding document of the
organisation, making clear what the organisational
priorities and ethos are. Of significance is the renewed
focus on the organisation's raison d'être, with
advocacy, public participation and education featuring
as goals.

The clear articulation of the vision and mission of the
organisation helps to bond the work we do to our
purpose and to create a tagline that succinctly conveys
what we do.

Vision
Preserving, maintaining and promoting our natural,

cultural and intangible heritage.

Mission
Educate and advocate for historical places, the

environment and cultural practices of the Northern
Territory.

Reporting against key performance indicators 
 commenced in 2021. Bi-annual reports on progress
and performance against key performance indicators
will be presented to the Council of the National Trust of
Australia (NT) and annually reported against as a part
of future annual reports. 

LOOKING TO
THE FUTURE







Audit House

Designed by the Commonwealth Department of
Works, this B Type House was erected in 1938.
Substantial damage was suffered during Cyclone
Tracey and the interior of the property has been
modified. The property forms part of the Myilly Point
Heritage Precinct and is located at 2 Burnett Place,
Larrakeyah. 

Audit House serves primarily as the headquarters and
administration centre of the National Trust of Australia
(NT). The property is open to the public and is the
setting for a number of arts and cultural events run by
the Trust. A small gift shop is housed in the building
and guided tours of the precinct include a visit to this
dwelling. The house and adjacent garden is available
for private functions and events after hours. 

During the reporting period renovations have been
undertaken at the house with all interior walls painted.
New fans and lights and a picture hanging system have
been installed.

THE HERITAGE
PROPERTIES



Burnett House

Arguably the most well known of the National Trust’s
properties in Darwin, Burnett House forms part of the
Myilly Point Heritage Precinct and is located at 4
Burnett Place, Larrakeyah. Designed by Beni Burnett
and built in 1938 it is a type K house. 

The house and gardens are open to the public Monday
- Saturday from 10 am - 1 pm and is regularly used after
hours for events including the Trust’s Devonshire Teas
and speaker events. The surrounding garden is a
popular venue and is regularly hired out for private
events and parties. In the period January - June 2021,
guided tours of the House and surrounding precinct
area attracted 391 people.  

During the reporting period new fans have been
installed in Burnett House. The lawns of the
surrounding garden have been re-levelled and new
turf laid and security lighting installed.

Mines House

The property forms part of the Myilly Point Heritage
Precinct and is located at 6 Burnett Place, Larrakeyah.
Constructed in 1939 the property is a type E  Burnett
House. It is used for commercial leasing. 



Magistrates House 

The property forms part of the Myilly Point Heritage
Precinct and is located at 2 Kahlin Avenue, Larrakeyah.
Magistrates House is also a type E  Burnett House. It is
used for commercial leasing. 

During the reporting period the Trust received a 
 Heritage Grant of $12,800 from the NT Government to
remediate window frames and fix internal walls to
enable for efficient air-conditioning of the house. A
tamarind tree that had been deemed dangerous was
removed and a broken sewer pipe was replaced. 

Stahl Block

This property forms part of the Myilly Point Heritage
Precinct and is a vacant lot located at 4 Kahlin Avenue,
Larrakeyah. The former dwelling located on the
allotment was lost as a result of Cyclone Tracey. The
footprint of the dwelling has been recreated using
stone pavers, providing a multipurpose hard standing
area that can be used for events. Power has also been
provided to the allotment with lights and power
outlets allowing for numerous uses to take place.

Myilly Point Heritage Precinct

New footpaths were constructed through the gardens
at the Myilly Point Heritage Precinct, a storm water
management plan was completed for the amenities
building at the back of Audit House and repairs were
carried out on the fences.

Light poles and floodlights were installed to facilitate
events after hours.



Roadmasters House

Constructed in the 1920s, this building is one of the few
examples left of a pre-war house with a slatted/lattice
verandah. It was built to accommodate staff from the
North Australia Railway until the building was
damaged by Cyclone Tracy in 1974. The site was then
leased by the Crown to the Catholic Church’s Stella
Maris organisation for use as a seafarers recreation
centre. The lease was surrendered in 2005 when the
building was heritage listed and restored to its original
condition. 
 
In July 2016 the National Trust was granted a 10-year
Crown lease over the building for use as a museum.
The museum currently houses an exhibition entitled
Old Darwin, the Overland Telegraph and the Railway

that covers aspects of Darwin’s history. The museum is
at 1 McMinn Street and open to the public 10 am - 1 pm
five days a week from February to the end of October. 
 
Due to prolonged Covid-19 restrictions the museum
was open for 99 days over the 18-month reporting
period when 557 visitors were recorded. As most
visitors are from interstate the numbers were affected
by the Covid-19 situation across the country.



Pine Creek Railway Precinct

This property includes several built structures
including the railway station, goods shed, employee
residence and water tank. As the terminus of the North
Australian Railway, this station was a focal point of the
development and economy of Pine Creek. The precinct
is open during the Dry Season, seven days a week from
10 am - 1 pm. 

During this reporting period the Trust received a
Heritage Grant of $18,213 from the NT Government to
replace guttering, repair facia boards, upgrade the
ablutions and install a new hot water system and a
pipeline at the Railway Employee's Residence. 
 

Pine Creek Museum

Originally the Mining Warden’s office in Burrundie, this
prefabricated building was relocated to Pine Creek in
1913. Over the years it has been a hospital as well as a
repeater station for the overland telegraph. The
National Trust has established a mining museum
inside and Victoria Daly Regional Council operates a
library from the same facility. The museum is open
daily during the Dry Season.

During this reporting period electrical repairs and
maintenance were carried out at the site.



O’Keefe House

Originally an army recreation hut built in 1942, this
property is one of the few surviving structures in
Katherine built during the war. This property is used as
a museum and houses the bulk of the National Trust’s
furniture collection. A 1934 Sidney Williams Hut is also
located on site surround by beautiful gardens. The
Sidney Williams Hut houses a historical display on how
the war affected the Katherine Region. Due to Covid
situation and the age of our volunteers, O’Keeffe House
only opened for functions in 2020 and local plant sales.
In 2021 O’Keeffe House opened its doors on Wednesday
and Saturdays from May - September, May-June 2021
saw 82 visitors. Eight events were held in the reporting
period including launching a Christmas Lights Display
attracting 134 adults and 53 children in December
2020. 

During the reporting period plumbing works were
carried out and a new hot water system was installed.



Old Katherine Railway 

Built in 1926 due to the extension of the railway, this
building is unique in the Northern Territory as it is built
from prefabricated reinforced concrete slabs. During
WWII, the headquarters of the North Australian
Railway was briefly located here. Today, the property is
managed by the Katherine Branch of the National
Trust. It houses the Katherine Railway Museum, a book
exchange and the 1892 steam train which was
relocated from Ryan Park to the Railway Station in
December 2020.   Due to Covid and limited volunteer
availability these premises only opened for August
2020 with 17 visitors. In 2021 the premises opened each
Wednesday 8.30 - 11.30 am from May to September,
attracting 42 visitors. 

During the reporting period a Heritage Grant of $7,540
was received from the NT Government for a covering
structure to protect the 1923 Fordson Tractor on display
within the grounds of the Katherine Railway Station.



Old Borroloola Police Station

The Borroloola Police Station is one of the oldest
surviving Police Stations in the Northern Territory,
initially constructed in 1887. The Police and Army
during WWII  operated from the building until 1947
when the police presence was discontinued. Since that
time the building has been a health clinic, welfare
depot, education centre and provided accommodation
for government employees. 1n 1985 the centenary year
for the proclamation of the township of Borroloola the
building was included in the NT Heritage Register for
preservation and management by the National Trust
NT. The building is open all year round with an onsite
caretaker who opens the museum daily. Keys are also
available from a number of local business houses.
There were approximately 4,500 visitors to the old
police station 

During the reporting period the Trust received a
Heritage Grant of $5,210 for conservation work on the
slab of the Cell Block and $15,000 from the McArthur
River Mine Community Benefits Fund for fencing,
security lighting and replacement of storage
cupboards.



Jones Store

Originally built in 1935, this building has been utilised
as a store, bakery, butchers shop, fuel depot and
saddlery in the historic town of Newcastle Waters. The
building is one of the few remaining examples of
buildings of this era constructed from bush materials
with mud walls and compacted antbed floors. Jones
Store became an important supply depot for droving
plants utilising the converging stock routes Murranji,
Barkly and North South. Visitation is unrestricted.

A considerable amount of structural maintenance has
been undertaken in the past few years. The National
Trust continues to liaise with relevant parties including
Mates of The Murranji to promote the heritage of
remote NT properties. 



Tuxworth Fullwood House

The last remaining building associated with the
original Tennant Creek Hospital; this property was
originally designed by Beni Burnett  and built in 1942 as
a WWII Army Camp Hospital which was handed over to
the civilian health system after the war as an
outpatients’ facility. Saved from demolition in 1978, the
property was taken over by the National Trusts and
serves as the Tennant Creek headquarters of the
organisation housing numerous artefacts and records.
The building was opened as a museum in August 1980.
It was closed for a number of years prior to a new
volunteer committee being formed in November 2019. 

The museum was re-opened in August 2020
coinciding with its 40th birthday as a Museum of the
National Trust. In the lead up to the reopening branch
members worked hard to clean up the interior of the
building and revamp the display. The museum features
displays on the hospital,  mining and social history of
Tennant Creek.

It is open every Monday 5-7 pm or by special
arrangement with the Tennant Creek Branch. 

In 2021 Tuxworth Fullwood House hosted two
researchers accessing the extensive archives of the
museum for their history projects.
 
During the reporting period a new picture hanging
system was installed with a generous donation of more
than $3,000 from the Rotary E Club. A disabled toilet
block was completed in June 2020 with a $30,000
grant from the Community Benefit Fund NT.

.



Stuart Town Gaol

Built in 1907, the Stuart Town Gaol is the oldest
surviving building in the Alice Springs Town Centre.
The building was an operational gaol until 1939, when a
new facility was built. Saved from demolition in the
1970s, the National Trust restored the building and
created a museum display of memorabilia and stories
relating to the police history and life in Central
Australia.

Unattended, this facility can be accessed five days a
week, with visitors able to collect the key from the
Hartley Street School. 

Hartley Street School

Built in segments from 1930 onwards, the Hartley
Street School was the first government school in Alice
Springs. Converted from a school in 1965 to
government offices until 1980 when it was planned to
be demolished. Community support saw the building
saved, restored and reopened in 1988 as a museum of
education. The National Trust’s McDouall Stuart Branch
operates out of this property. Original education
furniture of the era is held at this property. The
property is open throughout the dry season and on
Sundays which coincide with the Todd Mall Markets. 



Les Hansen House

Designed by Beni Burnett and constructed in 1942,
this property originally served as the Air Masters
residence until 1978 when it was transferred to the
Northern Territory Housing Commission. Restored in
1983, it is one of the only houses in Alice Springs
Heritage Precinct that still retains all of its original
outbuildings. The house was closed for an extended
period of time but is now used for commercial
leasing. 

During the reporting period a Heritage Grant of
$4,762 was received from the NT Government to
repaint the exterior of the house. 



HERITAGE
COUNCIL
The Northern Territory (NT) Heritage Council has been
set up to provide advice to the Northern Territory
Government on matters affecting the Territory’s
cultural and natural heritage.

The Heritage Council operates under the Heritage Act
2011. The Act sets out the functions and powers of the
Council.

There are 11 members on the Heritage Council, and a
nominee of the National Trust of Australia (NT) retains a
permanent seat on the Council.

With the resignation of former Director, Tim Dixon in
February 2020; the Trust was without an endorsed
nominee for all meetings conducted during 2020. A
representative from the organisation did attend
meetings in an observer capacity.

In 2021, Director Grace Foulds was accepted by the
Minister as the National Trust of Australia (NT)'s
representative.

Details on the activities and function of the Heritage
Council can be found through the NT Heritage
Council's webpage: https://tfhc.nt.gov.au/heritage,-
libraries-and-archives/heritage-council-members



The National Trust of Australia (NT) established a gift
store located in Audit House in Darwin in July 2020.

The concept was to create a similar commercial
experience to that of the UK National Trust's "exit
through the gift store" at the Myilly Point Heritage
Precinct; with feedback noting that the gift stores in
the UK were often half the excitement of visiting
heritage places.

A focus on high quality products to build brand
reputation along with selling predominantly NT made
products, items made from NT materials or with the NT
as the subject matter has seen a loyal local following
emerge. Coupled with word of mouth, store sales have
grown month on month since launching.

With tours  commencing in January 2021, this created
greater foot traffic and visitor numbers to the Myilly
Point Heritage Precinct and generated greater
visitation to the store. The store paid back initial
investment including stock outlay in February 2021.
Longterm profits, will offset future funding shortfalls
and allow the National Trusts of Australia (NT) to
provide a platform for NT crafters, makers, producers
and artists to sell their product.

It is hoped that the mutually supportive arrangement
of the store between the organisation and product
producers will serve to benefit all parties financially
into the future, enhance visitor experiences and
provide discounted, quality products to members.

STORE



MEMBERSHIP
The National Trust of Australia (NT) began 2020 with
approximately 100 members. Buy the end of 2020, the
organisation had just under 200 members. By 30 June 2021
there were 214 members.

Initiatives were implemented to deliver member benefits
such as discounts to the gift store and an improved
eNewsletter. A wider breadth of activities and events
contributed to an increased awareness of the Trust and
encouraged people to join the organisation.

Trialing a discounted first year membership of $25, proved
to be so successful that by the end of 2020, membership
fees were lowered permanently to be $30 (previously $65)
for an adult and $70 for a family (previously $110).
Streamlining membership renewals and joining via our
website has helped to reduce the time impact on staff and
improved correspondence with members.

STAFFING
2020 was a period of significant staffing changes, with
Director Tim Dixon resigning in February and new Director
Grace Foulds commencing work in early May.

Opportunities through Jobkeeper and additional grants
meant that the organisation was able to expand the
Secretariat to include short term contract positions of a
Communications and Event Coordinator, Carmen Chapple
and an Education and Tourism Officer, Clare Seibel and
then Lucy Wilson-Wells.

As the organisation grew throughout 2020, it became clear
that a more permanent accounts and HR position was
required and funds that were allocated to a book keeping
service were re-rolled to fund a permanent, part-time
accounts position. Fiona McManus was appointed to the
role in November 2020

Alex Jones left the organisation in April 2021, with Leanne
Miles coming onboard in May 2021 as Business Support
Officer.



The following pages contain a copy of the Audited Financial
Reports of the National Trust of Australia (NT) for the 2020
calendar year and the first half of 2021.

The financial statements are special purpose financial
statements prepared in order to satisfy the financial
reporting requirements of the National Trust of Australia
(NT) Act and the Australian Charities and Not-For-Profits
Commission (ACNC).

As expected in 2020, the organisation experienced a
significant decline in entry fees, school tour revenue,
fundraising and promotion activities. Not withstanding this,
investment made in establishing events, tours, school
excursions, signage and the store broke even and began to
return a profit in 2021.

FINANCIALS





































































































 

Contact Details
 

National Trust of Australia (NT)
Audit House, 2 Burnett Place, Larrakeyah

GPO Box 3520, Darwin NT 0801
 

P: (08) 8981 2848
E: admin@nationaltrustnt.org.au

www.nationaltrust.org.au/nt


